
Services will be held at: 10:30 a.m. on Monday, July 14, 2003 at St. Mary's Catholic
Church 
Visitation times are: 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Sunday at Pursel-Davis Funeral Home &
Crematory, where hte family will be present from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and a public
vigil recited at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Mary Ann Thompson, 82, of 415 North 3rd Street, Marshalltown, Iowa died Thursday,
July 10, 2003 at the Marshalltown Medical & Surgical Center. MASS OF CHRISTIAN
BURIAL will be held at 10:30 a.m, on Monday, July 14, 2003, at St. Mary's Catholic
Church. INTERMENT will follow services in the Riverside Cemetery, Marshalltown. A
VISITATION will be from 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Sunday at the Pursel-Davis
Funeral Home & Crematory, where the family will be present from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. and a public vigil recited at 7:00 p.m.. Memorials may be directed to the Mary Ann
Thompson Memorial Fund. Mary Ann Thompson was born on June 10, 1921 in
Marshalltown, Iowa, the daughter of Salvatore and Vincenzina (Salomone) Giarratano. A
lifelong resident of Marshalltown, she graduated from St. Mary’s High School and
married Elmer Thompson on July 22, 1950, in State Center. Together, they started
Thompson’s Food Market, which they owned and operated for over 26 years. Following
the food market, they became partners in commercial and residential real estate
development. She was a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, B.P.O.E. Elks Auxillary,
and the V.F.W. Auxillary. She volunteered at the Iowa Veterans Home and received an
award from President George H. Bush for her achievements. She is survived by her
daughter: JoAnn Struebing; grandson: Cary Struebing; and sister: Connie (Mrs. James)
Trowbridge; all of Marshalltown. She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband,
her brothers, Joseph, Michael, Anthony, Nino, and Thomas Giarratano, and her sister
Sarah Mahaffey.  

Carlene Smool 
 Born: 12/15/1919 
Died: 7/11/2003 
Services will be held at: 11:00 A.M. Wednesday, July16, 2003 at the Whitten
Community Church, Whitten, Iowa 
Visitation times are: 10 to 11 A.M. Wednesday at the church 
 
 
Carlene Smool, 83, of 201 Union Street, Whitten, Iowa died Friday, July 11, 2003 at
Eldora Nursing & Rehab Center, Eldora. FUNERAL SERVICES will be held at 11:00
AM, on Wednesday, July 16, 2003, at the Whitten Community Church, with Pastor
Charles Fry, officiating. INTERMENT will follow services in the Union Cemetery,
Union. A VISITATION will be from 10 to 11 A.M. Wednesday at the church where the
family will greet friends. The Biersborn Funeral Home & Crematory of Union has been
entrusted with the arrangements. MEMORIALS may be directed to the family in her
name. Carlene was born on December 15, 1919 in Reasoner, Iowa, the daughter of Carl
and Pearl Wilson. She was raised and educated in the Monroe area, and married Glen W.



Smool on October 1, 1938 in Newton, Iowa. They farmed near Union and New
Providence, moving to Whitten in 1972. Carlene is survived by her son: Glen (Lynn)
Smool of State Center, daughters: Norma Severson of Webster City, and Linda
Sanderson of Chicago, IL, Half-Brother: Carl (Cheryl) Wilson of Mingo, half-Sister:
Carol (George) VanZee of Apache Junctin, AZ,, nine grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren . She was preceded in death by her parents, husband Glen on September,
20, 1987, and a daughter-Carol Viles.  

 

Robert C. Bruce 
  P H O T O
 Born: 6/15/1915 
Died: 7/13/2003 
Services will be held at: 2:00 P.M. Wednesday at the Pursel-Davis Funeral Home &
Crematory 
Visitation times are: 6 to 8 P.M. Tuesday 
 
 
Robert C. Bruce, 88, of 907 North 5th Avenue, Marshalltown, Iowa died Sunday, July
13, 2003 at the home of his daughter in Dysart, under the care of Cedar Valley Hospice.
FUNERAL SERVICES will be held at 2:00 PM, on Wednesday, July 16, 2003, at Pursel-
Davis Funeral Home & Crematory, with Rev. Keith McDonald, officiating.
INTERMENT will follow services in the Rose Hill Memorial Gardens, Marshalltown. A
VISITATION will be from 6-8 P.M. Tuesday at the Pursel-Davis Funeral Home &
Crematory, where the family will be present to greet friends. Memorials may be directed
to the family in his name. Robert was born on June 15, 1915 in Marshalltown, Iowa, the
son of Charles Edward and Etta Holt Bruce. Raised and educated in Marshalltown, he
lived in Marshalltown all of his life. On May 18, 1936, he was united in marriage to
Louise V. McClaren at Brooklyn, Iowa. In his early years he worked as a musician,
playing in various country western and big bands. He later became employed as a
machinist with Fisher Governor for seventeen years. He then served as head nurseryman
at the Iowa Veterans Home for ten years, retiring in 1975. Robert is survived by his wife:
Louise Bruce of Marshalltown, Daughter: Claudette (Mrs. Bob) Gumbert of Dysart, Son:
Rod (Betty) Bruce of Palm Springs, California; Daughter-in-law: Pat Bruce of Ankeny;
Brother: Richard (Cleo) Bruce of New Virginia, six grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by: his parents, sisters Mildred and Verna , son
John Bruce, and grandson Robert Bruce Gumbert.  

 
Geri Wirth 




